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d'Orleans, as he left his box. This prince, who was accus-
tomed to shut himself up with his roues at that hour, did so
with a carelessness to which everything yielded, under pretext
that Dubois had not had sufficient time to examine all the
papers. The first few hours of the morning he was not him-
self. His head, still confused by the fumes of the wine and by
the undigested supper of the previous night, was not in a state
to understand anything, and the secretaries of state have
often told me that that was the time they could make him
sign anything. This was the moment taken by Dubois to ac-
quaint the Regent with as much or as little of the contents of
the papers, as he thought fit. The upshot of their interview
was, that the Abbe was allowed by the Due d'OrMans to have
the control of this matter entirely in his own hands.
The day after the arrival of the courier from Poitiers, Cella-
mare, informed of whafc had occurred, but who flattered him-
self that the presence of the banker had caused the arrest of
the young men, and the seizure of their papers, hid his fears
under a very tranquil bearing, and went, at one o'clock in the
day, to M. le Blanc, to ask for a packet of letters lie had en-
trusted to Portocarrero and Monteleon on their return to-
Spain. Le Blanc (who had had his lesson prepared before-
hand by the Abbe Dubois) replied that the packet had beer*
seen; that it contained important things, and that, far from
being restored to him, he himself must go back to his hotel
under escort, to meet there M. 1'Abbe Dubois. The ambas-
sador, who felt that such a compliment would not be attempted
without means having been prepared to put it in execution,
made no difficulty, and did not lose for a moment his address
or his tranquillity^
During the three hours, at least, passed in his house, in ih&
examination of all his bureaux and his boxes, and his papers,
Gellamare, like a man who fears nothing, and who is sure of
his game, treated M. le Blanc very civilly; as for the Abb6
Dubois, with whom he felt be had no measure to keep (all the
plot being discovered), he affected to treat him with the ut-
most disdain. Thus Le Blanc, taking hold of a little casket.

